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Call to Worship      ~ written by Bruce Prewer, http://www.bruceprewer.com/
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One: Let us start this service well, by reminding ourselves:
that it is not we who chose God,

All: but God who chose us,

One: that we are not here because of our goodness
All: but because of Christ’s grace,



Call to Worship (continued)      ~ written by Bruce Prewer, http://www.bruceprewer.com/
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One: that we are not here to enlighten ourselves,
All: but to allow God's Spirit to enlighten us,

One: that we have not come to be entertained
All: but to worship God with heart, soul, mind and strength.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

All: Merciful God, 
we open ourselves before you to acknowledge 
that we do not represent your kingdom well.  
We suffer from failures of nerve, 
dimness of vision, 
divided allegiances, 
withheld compassion, 
wasted time, and reckless speech.  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (continued)

All: Minor irritations and selfish satisfactions 
have closed us off against the good, the beautiful, and the true.  
It is scarcely clear to us, much less to others, 
that we intend to follow Jesus.
Cleanse us of these and all our sins and faults.  
Bless us with the gift of a fresh start and a new resolve.  
Work within us, so that our frail but forgiven lives 
may winsomely declare your praise. Silent prayer.



Exodus 32:1-6 (CEB) 

7

     The people saw that Moses was taking a long time to come down from the 
mountain. They gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come on! Make us 
gods who can lead us. As for this man Moses who brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, we don’t have a clue what has happened to him.”
     Aaron said to them, “All right, take out the gold rings from the ears of your 
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.”  So all the 
people took out the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron.



Exodus 32:1-6 (CEB) (continued)
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He collected them and tied them up in a cloth. Then he made a metal image of 
a bull calf, and the people declared, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!”
     When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf. Then Aaron 
announced, “Tomorrow will be a festival to the Lord!” They got up early the 
next day and offered up entirely burned offerings and brought well-being 
sacrifices. The people sat down to eat and drink and then got up to celebrate.



Exodus 32:7-14 (CEB) 
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     The Lord spoke to Moses: “Hurry up and go down! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, are ruining everything! They’ve already 
abandoned the path that I commanded. They have made a metal bull calf for 
themselves. They’ve bowed down to it and offered sacrifices to it and declared, 
‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’”  
The Lord said to Moses, “I’ve been watching these people, and I’ve seen how 
stubborn they are.  



Exodus 32:7-14 (CEB) (continued)
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Now leave me alone! Let my fury burn and devour them. Then I’ll make a great 
nation out of you.”
     But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, “Lord, why does your fury burn 
against your own people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and amazing force? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘God had an 
evil plan to take the people out and kill them in the mountains and so wipe 
them off the earth’? Calm down your fierce anger. 



Exodus 32:7-14 (CEB) (continued)
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Change your mind about doing terrible things to your own people. Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, whom you yourself promised, ‘I’ll 
make your descendants as many as the stars in the sky. And I’ve promised to 
give your descendants this whole land to possess for all time.’” Then God 
relented and did not bring on the people the terrible things God had said God 
would do.



Luke 23:34 (CEB) 
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One: Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re doing.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All: Thanks be to God.
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All: In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

Affirmation of Faith from A PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith
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All: We trust in God,
whom Jesus called Abba, Father.
In sovereign love God created the world good
and makes everyone equally in God’s image
male and female, of every race and people,
to live as one community.
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.

Affirmation of Faith from A PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith
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All: Ignoring God’s commandments,
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth,
exploit neighbor and nature,
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God’s condemnation.
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.

Affirmation of Faith  (continued) from A PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith
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All: In everlasting love,
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.
Hearing their cry,
God delivered the children of Israel
from the house of bondage.

Affirmation of Faith  (continued) from A PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith
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All: Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.

Affirmation of Faith  (continued) from A PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith
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All: With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Affirmation of Faith  (continued) from A PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith



Peace be with You
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